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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OES-06 MMO-04 PER-03 /026 W 

071754Z 105469/46 

R071629Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9264 


UNCLAS LONDON 00294 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, APER 

SUBJECT: SCIENCE ATTACHE POSITION 


SINCE THE DEPARTURE IN MID-SEPTEMBER OF DR. JOHN HULM, 
OTHER OFFICERS OF THE ECONOMIC SECTION HAVE HANDLED THE 
VISITORS AND ROUTINE INQUIRIES CONNECTED WITH THE 
SCIENCE ATTACHE POSITION. THEY CAN PROBABLY CONTINUE 
TO DO SO FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. THOUGH WITH SOME 
STRAIN ON TIME AVAILABLE FOR THEIR REGULAR DUTIES. 
HOWEVER, THEY HAVE NEITHER THE TIME NOR THE CAPABILITY 
TO HANDLE THE BULK OF THE SUBSTANTIVE WORK A SCIENCE 
ATTACHE MIGHT BE EXPECTED TO PERFORM. THE EMBASSY 
WONDERS, THEREFORE, WHETHER THE DEPARTMENT HAS ANY FIRM 
PROSPECTS OF ASSIGNING A NEW SCIENCE ATTACHE, WITH THE 
USUAL QUALIFICATIONS. IT SEEMS TO US THAT IF IT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE QUICKLY TO RECRUIT AND SEND HERE A FULLY 
QUALIFIED SCIENTIST, THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDER ASSIGNING A REGULAR FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER 
WITH SOME SCIENTIFIC BACKGROUND. THIS WOULD SURELY BE 
PREFERABLE TO LETTING THIS IMPORTANT AREA LIE FALLOW 
FOR A LONG, AND POSSIBLY INDEFINITE, PERIOD. 
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